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Application No. 10/019,459 Docket No.; BA1-99-137A (99-137A) 

Ani( nti tnent dated September 14» 2005 
Afte} ^1 Office Action of May 16. 2005 

REMARKS 

Claims 1, 5-7, and 9-12 were pending when an Office Action was mailed on May 16, 
200l5j The Office Action was made Final. Claims 1, 5-7, and 11-12 were rejected xmder 35 U»S.C. 
§ IMI Claims 9 and 10 were objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but were 
indicated as being allowable. The Examiner is thanked for indication of allowable subject matter. 



and 



I. 



Allowable subject matter of Claim 9 has been incorporated into independent Claim 1, 
I other rejected claims have been cancelled. In light of amendments set forth herein, 
Apjilillants very respectfully submit that all claims that remain pending in this patent application are 
in c audition for allowance. Because the amendments have placed the remaining claims in condition 
owance, Applicants respectfully submit that entry of this Amendment After Final Action is 
proAel. Applicants very respectfully request entry of the Amendment, reconsideration and 
alio iv i nee of all claims that remain pending in this patent application, and passage of the application 
to issi ance. 



Claims 1, 5-7, and 11-12 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable 
ovel HJ.S. Patent No. 5,936,552 to Wichgers et al. in view of U.S, Patent No. 5,781,146 to Frederick 
and UlS. Patent No. 6,088,654 to Lepere et al. Claim 1 has been amended to include allowable 
subjbdk matter from its dependent Claim 9 and Claims 5-7 and 11-12 have been cancelled, thereby 
renc ei ng moot their rejection. 



11. 



Rejection Under 35 U.S.C. S 103 



Objection to Claims 9-10 



The Office Action objected to Claims 9-10 as being dependent upon a rejected base 
clairi, but indicated that Claims 9-10 would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
all cf he limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. The Examiner is thanked for 
indi< ;a 1 ion of allowable subj ect matter. 
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Claim 9 depends from Claim 1 and Claim 10 depends from Claim 9. Claim 1 has 
imended to include patentable subject matter of Claim 9, and Claim 9 has been cancelled. 
10 has been amended to depend from Claim 1. Applicants respectfully submit that these 
am^nllments place Claims 1 and 10, as amended, in condition for allowance. Therefore, Applicants 
resje tflilly submit that entry of this Amendment After Final Action is proper. Applicants very 
tfiiUy request entry of the Amendment, and reconsideration and allowance of Claims 1 and 
amended. 



beei 
Clan 



resjei 



10, 



Datdc 



CONCLUSION 

Allowable subject matter of Claim 9 has been incorporated into independent Clahn 1, 
and ill other rejected claims have been cancelled. In light of amendments set forth herein, 
Appli ^ants very respectfully submit that Claims 1 and 10, as amended, that remain pending in this 
paten application are in condition for allowance. Because the amendments have placed the 
remd ling claims in condition for allowance, Applicants respectfully submit that entry of this 
Am 51 Iment After Final Action is proper. Applicants very respectfully request entry of the 
Amn iment, reconsideration and allowance of Claims 1 and 10, as amended, that remain pending in 
this p tent application, and passage of the application to issiaance. 



September 14, 2005 Respectfully submitted. 




By 

Robert R. Richardson 

Registration No.: 40,143 
ROBERT R. RICHARDSON, P.S. 
P.O. Box 2677 

Silverdale, Washington 98383-2677 
(360) 692-0626 
Attorney for Applicants 
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